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the account of the mediaeval period with the year 800 A. d., and aims to give the 
essential facts in the history of Europe since that date. It is a book that deserves 
hearty commendation and one which in the hands of a capable teacher should yield 
excellent results. Like the other books in this series of history texts the mechanical 
features, such as paper, type, binding, and illustrations, are of the highest order. 
The maps in particular are excellent. The helps to further study in the form of topics, 
references, and bibliography, are judiciously selected. 

In point of scholarship little or no fault can be found with the book. It shows 
everywhere extensive reading, good judgment and happy characterization. Quota- 
tions from the best primary and secondary sources are aptly interspersed. The 
style in general, is clear. There may be some doubt, however, as to whether the author 
has always kept in view the needs and attainments of pupils in the secondary schools, 
for whom the text is intended. Now and then he has the tendency to crowd together 
too many details. By omitting entirely the account of the reigns of the less important 
French and German rulers and by eliminating a number of relatively unimportant 
points, more space might have been gained for elucidating the more important move- 
ments. The fine chapters on the church in the Middle Ages and life in the mediaeval 
castle, village, and town occasion regret that the author did not devote more space 
to institutional development, especially in the modern period. 

On the whole, the book is one of the most attractive and satisfactory. texts on 
the subject now available. George L. Scherger 

Armour Institute of Technology 



The Art of Geometry. By Arthur Latham Baker. Boston: Sibley & Co., 
1905. Pp. v+48. 

The science and logic of geometry are given in the current textbooks. It is the 
purpose of the author of The Art of Geometry to present a systematic method of pro- 
cedure which will enable the student to understand the reason for each step in the 
study of a proposition, other than its logical correctness, and which will serve as a 
guide to enable him to attack original exercises with confidence in his ability to solve 
them. Following a brief introduction, which consists principally of definitions, 
there is given a summary of geometric tools, also a list of suggestive combinations, 
and another of construction tools which are frequently used. The subjects of other 
chapters are the "Art of Demonstration," "Art of Construction Problems," "Syl- 
labus of Propositions," and an Appendix on "Plane Geometry." 

The reviewer submits two specific criticisms on the book : The matter is presented 
in language unnecessarily lacking in simplicity and clearness. For instance: "The 
ascertainment of the Dominant Operation shows the specific goal, etc." What is 
the advantage of the term "dominant operation" when the geometries use the simpler 
one, "to prove that" or "to construct." Again, "the technique of geometry consists 
in the intelligent and purposive use of these tools;" "Plane Geometry is the science 
of those metrical continua which are generated by the conjunction of straight lines 
in a plane;" "These four things constitute the sole agenda of plane geometry." 

The Art of Geometry is a tool for the solution of geometrical exercises. As such 
it seems to the writer altogether too complex to be effective. Let the teacher of geom- 
etry constantly keep before the minds of his pupils the thought that they must con- 
stantly search for the geometrical images suggested by what is given and what is to 
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be proved in the exercises, and that these images are the tools with which they have 
to work. This together with the suggestions of the ordinary geometry for the solution 
of exercises will, in the judgment of the writer, prove much simpler and more effective 
than the system developed in The Art of Geometry. 

A. F. Ames 
Public Schools, 
Riverside, 111. 

Nature and Health. Bv Edward Curtis. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 
1906. Pp. ix+313. $1.25. 

Dr. Curtis has modestly characterized his little work, Nature and Health, as a 
lure to right living rather than as a learned work on the subject of hygiene. He has 
succeeded, however, in presenting many modern scientific considerations in a most 
pleasing and telling fashion. The discussions of heating, ventilation, eating, and 
drinking are particularly good and contain many helpful points that are commonly 
unknown or neglected. The very simplicity and straightforwardness of the style 
lends force to the statements — and the suggestions are practical and easily followed. 
The treatment of the hygiene of the special senses, clothing, exercise, etc., compares 
very favorably with the best of the minor works on general hygenie. The book as a 
whole is characterized by accuracy of statement, clear discussion, and practical sugges- 
tion, and it is a welcome contribution to an important subject. 

J. E. Raycroft 

University of Chicago 



Initiation MatMmatique; ouvrage itranger a tout programme; didii aux amis 
de I'enfance. By C. A. Laisant. Paris, 1906. Pp. vii+167, 97 figs. 

In this work the writer, already well and favorably known in America through 
his earlier books on the teaching of mathematics, 1 puts into more concrete shape 
some of the ideas previously advanced. 

As indicated in the title, the present work will fit no course of study and yet, 
thoughtfully read and assimilated, its contents and its spirit would be valuable in the 
instruction of every course of study. The table of contents might lead one to think: 
"Here is another collection of the traditional mathematical recreations," and a casual 
glance through the little book might disclose enough resemblance to old friends, in 
topics, cuts, and treatment, to seem to warrant this thought. But closer examination 
will show that no greater mistake could be made, that we have to do here with a work 
whose purpose is far more serious and which aims to play a far more essential part in 
instruction than do mathematical recreations. As ordinarily understood, the latter en- 
tertain the pupil by showing him how the theory that he has already mastered may be 
applied to games, puzzles, and curious problems of various sorts. Mr. Laisant, on 
the other hand, has advocated in his earlier works that the mathematical beginnings 
should be made in the child's plays. Consequently, he here presents entertaining or 
amusing questions which the child can take up without any previous knowledge (of 
what is particularly involved in that problem), and so chosen that the child while 
engaged in satisfying his own curiosity or in some sort of play, more or less uncon- 
sciously, but clearly, forms a new and important mathematical concept, or discovers 

z La Mathimatique; philosophic cnseignement, Paris, 1898; and L'iducation fondie sur la science 
Paris, 1905. For a discussion of a portion of the latter see School Review, March. 1905. 



